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Every May since we opened Portarra Lodge
we aaw the return of Peter Moessle and his
party of anglers - eight in all this time from
the Léth 1o 20ss.  Peter has 1o come o
Corrib in May both for the Mshing and also
io celebrale his birheday, However should
his sty pot sctually inchude the dote of his
birthelay — in Peter's own wonds * the dote
does nod matter as long as you make a nice
pany and overyone cnjoys themselves™, On
his amival, per usual, Peter will always
come o me and say ™ Michael | have a
guestion for you™,  Peler's question could
be anything from where 1o keep the “dead-

smoring. It was differcnt this ime,  Peter
produced two picces of metal with spikes
on them and | just could not understand
what they were. Peter then explained tha
they wene waed 10 secure meai for o Bar-h-
que. | was then instructed to el a stainkess
sioel rod on 5 1o & feci bong with o hamdle
on one end and the bore suitable o take the
metal pleces that Peter had shown me.
Young James Donpellan in Oughterand
made the stainless sieel bar for me and also
cut  barrel in pao and oll was ready (o cook
thve lamsh. Peter anmd his gang provided the
“oil & berb”™ mixture which was
continousely painted on the lamb during the

by the wonderful expenience it will not be
the last

Mid September saw the armval once more of Jan Eggers and Joop Krafi
together with Bart Bullinga and nine of his customer friends from Holland,
Bart has o fshing teckle shop in Alkmaar. The omens looked good for on
the day the party amived | had been out fishing with Jan Zoonljens, also
from Holland who was with the Jan Eggers party in 2003 and came this
vear with his wife, and we boated 11 pike up to 105 cm. Jan caught 2 (incl,
105 cm & 94 ¢m ) and 1 got the remaining 2 fish, As “The Pike Ferret”
(Jan Eggers) would say = “it is the sign of a good gillie(guide) when the
gucst catches the fish.”

However things did not work out so well weather-wise and most days we
could only manage to fish for a few hours and some days no fishing at all,
It was nod easy to signal o halt to the fishing when the weather was getting
rough = but i had 1o be done.

Peerark van de Whgeral with @ T cm Yy

I thank both Bart Bullinga & Jan Eggers for doing this very unpopular sk when | was not present. When the Weather Forecast
predicis stormy conditions the “precautionary principal” is apphied here at Porarra Lodge and fishing on the lake stops. I1is
very stressful on all concerned when people on a fishing tnp are grounded by bad weather conditions, buf it 1= nothing if
compared (0 someone been badly injured, or a life lost,

For the limited amount of fishing done the pany gave a very good account of themselves. A otal of 65 pike were caught &
released, 17 were of 85 cm and over and 9 of those were 100 cm up 1o 103 cm. Photo Patrick.

Bart and hus party retumed home on Tuesday 215t Seplember and three days later Ban suffered a severe Bram Haemomrhage
while working in his shop during lunch hour, Lucky for him there was a customer in the shop at the time and he was mushed

o hospital. He underwent major surgery (something like 7 =8 hours duration) the following day, His condition for some

ITALIAN GUEST
CREATES A DOUBLE

Arcumd the 3rd week in June
Giovanni Mava from Ialy, on his
first ever wvisit to [reland. was
advised by his tour opermlor = A
Pesca Con WNoi = o fish Lough
Comb from Portuma Lodge. On his
amival we had o chat about the type

Mrs. Rapala
Bows Out.

For some 30 years Sirpa Glad-Staf [}
has been  keeping the Rapala

Corporation to the fore as the world's most famous
fishing baitTure manufacturers, In recent times the

Rapala LI“W““'{““” '-'?‘I:ji'"'fli-‘d. greatly by acquinng baoth of fishing we wished 10 do. “Pike weeks after the operation was serious. [0 is with great joy & relief that I can now tell the Barnt underwent another operation
Blue Fox and Storm. !""1_'1"' W miore: shin Mble 10, face fishing and maybe some troul on Sth November and latest news is good. Bart is on the “road 1o recovery”. When 1 first heard of Bart's illness, from his
up to and manage her tasks in the expanded Corporation fishing” was his reply. On “Day

frend Mam-Hoon Boots, | sud that should Bart survive the ordeal and on his return to Portarma Lodge next yvear — there would
be “a mighty party” - and there will be a party.

One” [ saw the conditions were very
suitable for dapping the Grasshopper
and the decision was made w0 go
after the trout. At 5.15 pm we had 9
nice trout boated and on our woy
back 1o the Lodge | stopped for a
short drift between two islands and
our calch increased by two more, Al
day’s end we accounted for 11 trowt for o twotal weight of 24.5 Ibs.
This was the best bag of trout taken by two anglers ot Portarm
Lodge for 2004, Tt was the first ume for Giovanni 1o try dapping
and he femtured very well taking 6 of the 11 fish. The next day the
weather conditions wene the exsct same = did Giovanni want o go
trowt fishing 7 NO. He wanted 1o catch a big Pike. He wold me his
iwo dreams were (o have o Feran Car and caich a Pike of 8.0 kg.
Lough Comib is nol a great place for pike fishing in June so |
decided 1o ke o boat & éngine from the Lodge and try out our
luck on Ross Lake — the largest of the 11 small coarse fishing lakes
around Moyceullen. “Day Three™ on Ross Lake and the Znd pant of
the dream of Giovanni was realised = he londed o beoutiful Pike of
B.78 kg (19.50 Ibs).

in the fields of Marketing, Exporting and general Public
Relutions.

I first met Sicpa Glad-Stafl at the inaugural meeting of
the Insh Pike Society in Roscommon Town in February
20041, Both my wife & [ invited her o come to Portarra
Lodge for good pike fishing. Sirpa took up the offer the
I"l.:l||.-|r1.l|.'|'|||:: AI..IFLHL arl .'|.r|"p'|.':'|:| wilh Bwo :rl.ll'l,.'.IE_II -'IIIH]'iIIE_ Pile
jourmalists on o Hapala promotion tnp, Ther visil was
neel in vain and the party caoght plenty of Ash including
a Perch of over | kg and a pike of 1 meter 27 cm. The
very next month, September 2000, Sirpa  brought Jan
Eggers “The Pike Ferret™ to Portarm Lodge and ever
since they are regular and very welcome anglers to ouwr
1||.r|1!u;.

Sirpa left the Rapala Corporation as her office was
moved o Helsinks and at the same time she was offered
a very attractive & challenging job. Her new position is
Fropect Manager of Fishing in Central Finland. People
who would like to Enow more aboul fishing in Central
Finland and other outdoor pursuits (incl. Elk Huntingh
can contact Sirpa directly ot sirpa.glad-staf@ pp.inet.fi
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Bernard Hermouet booked a days France cime on the thice

pike fishing on 12 October. As it day visit o Porarra

3 ; Lodge and fished one duy

for trout.  The weather

suited  “dapping  the

g = 4 grasshopper™ and i wis

the Isi thme lor Alan (o

iry thas Torm of angling.

| was his gilliefutor for the doy and Alan was not long

learning how to dap, and we bath had a very busy day,

We rose and missed many trout and at days end we had

THREE

Crrarivdnil Nafiagd withh b " veass

was their 1st tnip on Lough Cormb
| went along as their gillie. At the
end of the day they had boated 8
pike — five of which ranged from
93 cm 1o 107.5 ecm - Robert
catching three 93 cm. 100 cm &
102 em, while Bernard had two at

Reaserd Mfachaas & N cam Pl
9% cm and the day’s biggest at 107.5 cm. 1 think they will
be hack.,

SWISS ANGLER LANDS JERK BAITING FOR PIKE boated 12 lovely Corrib Wild Trout,
BEST TROUT ON THE FLY. BT Th
Max Eschler and Ueli Seiler came 1o | JeTk Baiting is a faurly new form of pike angling introduced to Portarma . 'fn r Tn m lrﬂ:tz l;ll!ﬂ.il.'l:
Portarra Lodge on the recommendution | Lodge. The first anglers | saw using this method were Bart Bullinga and Py e
of my good friend Sven Kapp, 0 Swiss | his son Dave in 2002, The saccess of this method of angling was clearly Uﬁubnr 11
matiopal now living in Oughteroed and | demonstrated by those two men when in Seplember of the following and the fish
o great wupporier of our oot hetchery. | vear they cought 30 pike in an aftermoon’s fishing. | for one was retumed 1o Ponarra Lodge with was duly
Max & Ueli have been coming o fish | definitely convinced and asked Bart 1o give me instructions on “jerk ﬂﬂﬂﬂi- For the first three days released
Corrib in the Cughterard area for many | bait fishing”. Not only did | receive the instruction but Bart also gave d and the party caught 21 pike. oo med,
years and they decided to iy their ek | e 5 jerk bait from his own box. It was a good one and the very next threc days were not so a0d  This is the
arourd this area. They were so happy doy | tried oui the jerk bait method and my first iwo pike werne 104 cm on day 5%‘" resulting in ‘m'!';j_ first time that
::I:: “-.m:,, ;‘:i IF-;T ::';: ‘I_::IJ:”T::; :'LI & 95 cm. There is no doubt in my mind that when pike are feeding and i ﬂrmﬁﬁ* ﬁf:gh:"h an angler at
|lt;|'t|1|l';! I is the Ihrlliq.'- .nr‘lh.ll.h e on the move ~ there. is no bexer m“hl.‘d ad l:.".l.?li.'.hiTI-.'.l_l Patm. Bor Ske i : . E:lirt s rhr :
£ Seiler with farpe o hlaiiis kit i an o Talwicas 16 people who 'u.::mi b knowy more abaowt jerk hfl” fishing and the proper lm best pike of 104 i R;t ﬂ': Toomw Tonsnbi provsssily gy din dniggest ver gy off il om
v My fly inchesh. The honours this vear went to | Fo4d5, reels, baits, line, ¢te. — contact Bart Bullinga st Hengelsport Ban, w trost of 58 cm (approx 5 b lmuf Tt biloeked e kaon
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